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The population in August and September 1854 has been 
estimated at 26,474 {Memoir on the Cholera at Oxford in 1854, 
by Dr. Acland, p. 29). The " average of seven Novembers *', 
ending 1850, is said to be 27,012 {Eeport of the Evidence into 
the State of the Sewerage, etc,, of Oxford, 1851, evidence of Mr. 
Allen, p. 53). In December 1850, the number is estimated at 
27,448 {Monthly Report on the Mortality and 'Public Health of 
Oxford, annual series iii, by Dr. Greenhill and Mr. Allen). 

Of this large number of cases, it was hardly to be expected 
that accurate notes should have been kept, at a time when 
such a heavy demand was made upon the services of the medi- 
cal profession during the prevalence of the other acute diseases 
then affecting the inhabitants. 

At t^e medical dispensary, 173 cases were entered on 
the books, upon recommendations of subscribers. But the 
medical officer (the late Mr. Wood) told tne that in many 
houses where he was visiting he found other members of the 
family ill, and that he attended them without entering their 
names on the books of the dispensary. On the whole, he 
thought he attended 300 cases. Two of the number had the 
disease for the second time ; Mr. Wood himself attended them 
in the former attack. 

Mr. Hansard has kept accurate notes of thirty-seven cases 
among the soldiers of the militia and the recruiting parties sta- 
tioned here. The greater part of these were admitted into one 
of the buildings in the yard of the Badcliffe Infirmary, which 
had been hastily fitted up to receive them. He adds, ** There 
were about thirty other cases in the regiment, but so mild that 
the febrile symptoms and half a dozen spots were all the indi- 
cations of the disease. No particular record was taken of 
hem, because they were not sent to hospital.*' 

In the RadcUffe Infirmary, 62 cases came under observation ; 
27 patients were admitted with the disease upon then^— 26 from 
the town, and 1 from Garsington, a village about six miles off ; 
— all of these recovered. 31 patients, admitted with other 



diseased, were attacked ; 3 of the nurses oaagbt it, and one of 
the rendect officers. Of the patients in the house^ in whom 
the disease appeared after admission, 8 had not recovered from 
the small-pox at the time of their death : — 

A married woman, aged 84, with fistoloas uloerations about 
the lower bowel, and other symptoms of unhealthy constitu- 
tion, was attacked with confluent small-pox, and died after 
seven days illness. 

A butcher, aged 61, was admitted with mortification of the 
foot. The leg had rotted off nearly as high as the knee, when 
he was attacked with confluent small-pox, and died on the 
I9th day. 

A married woman, aged 40, with some functional disease of 
the female system, was attacked with confluent small-pox, and 
died in about three weeks. 

These three patients all exhibited on the arm the cicatrix 
of former vaccination; it is believed they had not been re- 
vaccinated. 

One medical practitioner caught the disease, the wife of 
another, and several children in the family of a third, — all in a 
mild form. 

BuBATioM OF THE EPIDEMIC. The first case, of which I 
have any note, was in the parish of St. Ebbe's, in a girl 
three years old, the child of a stranger resting in the town, — 
admitted a patient of the dispensary on the 17th of July, 
1854. 

The last case, also in a patient of the dispensaiy, was in St. 
Thomas's parish, in a man aged 25, admitted a patient on the 
nth of April, 1855. 

NuitBEs 07 Deaths. In the Quarterly Betumt published 
by the Registrar-General it is said that, among the deaths in 
Oxford, 80 cases of small-pox had been registered in the last 
five months of 1854 {Quarterly ReturUy 1854, No. 24, p. 37), 
and 25 in the first quarter of 1855 (Quarterly Betumt 1855, 
No. 25, p. 25). But this probably does not include the 
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deaths iix the whole district popularly known as fonnijig 
« Oxford". 

For notes of 32 fatal oases, I am indehted to the prac- 
titioners under whose care they fell. Of these 32 patients, 24 
had never been vaccinated ; 4 ** probably not ", at least there is 
not any reason to believe that they had been; 4 presented 
marks of vaccination : — 

A young gentleman, aged 17, in St. Mary the Virgin's, died 
under a severe attack of confluent small-pox. He had been 
Taooiuated in childhood, but not revaccinated. 

A brewer's man, aged about 50, in Jericho, was revaccinate4 ; 
four days after the operation, he was attacked with confluent 
small pox, and died in three days. 

A girl, aged 21 months, the child of a tramp staying in 
J^eirioho, had a dingle cicatrix on the ai'm — a doubtful sign at 
best of the previous vaccine disease. 

A baby, aged 2 months, one of a delicate and sickly family 
in St. Ebbe's. The attack is described as ''modified"; an 
elder sister had it at the same time. In the baby, th« vaccine 
disease had not passed through the regular course, and the 
only vestige of it was one small mark. 

Late one evening, a physician was summoned to a com- 
mercial traveller staying at an inn. The general symptoms of 
small-pox were sufficiently clear, and the characteristic eruption 
was visible. on some parts, though not on the face; his arm 
presented a good vaccine cicatrix. The patient was in a state 
of great alarm, saying if it was small-pox, he was sure he 
should die. The next morning he left the town, travelling by 
railway. It was afterwards learned that he went to his home 
in the neighbourhood of London, and died there. No other 
particulars are known. 

The mortality was almost oonflned to the poor, and among 
them chiefly were observed the virulent after-eflects of the 
pestilence. 

Generally speaking, the disease was mild in those who ex- 



hibited dear marks of former vaeoination; there were some 
few severe cases among such, but not many. 

Causes of the Epidemic* It is not necessary to seek far 
for the exciting cause of a disease so highly contagious. 
Possibly, it did not arise from a single case only. 

A large town is seldom free for any great length of time from 
cases scattered here and there among the inhabitants and 
visitors ; London is never free. To danger from such a source 
we are always liable; but among a population protected by 
vaccination, or by a former attack of small-pox, the imported 
contagion soon dies out. It only spreads when the mass of 
the unprotected swells to such an amount that the disease 
passes readily from one to another, the unsecured population 
being ready to receive the infection. 

A predisposing cause of so severe a visitation may perhops 
be found in the habitual neglect of vaccination among the 
poor, even more than in the imperfect manner in which the 
vaccination is thought to have been done. Dr. Ogle often ex- 
pressed his opinion among his professional friends, that much 
of the vaccination formerly performed in the town had been 
done without proper care, and without due supervision of its- 
effects. 

However few the facts which are here brought together, yet 
being of local interest, they are perhaps of suffioient value to 
be recorded by this Society.* At the late period of the epi- 
demic at which the attempt was made to collect them, it was 
not found practicable to obtain materials for a complete 
account of the visitation. Such as they are, they have been 
put into their present shape in the hope that they will not be 
thought unworthy of the attention of the members of the 
Society. 
For various notes of cases furnished to Br. Ogle or to myself, 

* This paper waa read before the Ashmolean Society of Oxford; and 
though perhaps it may he thought to.o imperfect for professional literature^ 
it is the only record which has been kept of the visitation. 
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mj thanks are dae to my colleagues, the physicians and 
surgeons of the infirmary, Dr. Jackson, Dr. Adand, Mr. Hester, 
Mr^ Hansard, and Mr. Symonds, Mr. Briscoe (then house 
surgeon to the Infirmary), Mr. Goar, Mr. Freehom, Dr. Giles, 
Mr. Godfrey, Dr. Leapingwell, Mr. Owen, Mr. Rusher, Mr. 
Taunton, Mr. Vincent, and Mr. Wood. 
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